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Job 95 erf 01. 
Thar did Pilztevnto him, 3 
not vnto mee, knovxeſ th u not that 
hiue power to rucißie chec, und has F 
| poye.=tololezhee, 
= Telus aniyvered., then Alden haue no 
2 pow ra eee except ence | 
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1 
ö A platforme made for 
| theproofe of Gods prouidence, that is, 


| lor tbe ex mining of the trueth of this 


gatrine, whether God by hi: prowidents, 
Fule all things ge èraly, and euery crea- 
ture, and action par tic ulari. 


— . 


| Text. 
| The lotte is caſt into the lap, but the whole dif 
pofition thereot is of the Lord, Pro, 16.3 30 


T were to bes with- 
Fee that all Chailtis 
Nas did vnde-ſfand, 
that, which with 
uuf mouth they confelſe, 
gi when they rehearſg 
r tbzbe articles of their 
faith , gathered ont of the Apoſtles 
doctrine. 5 
The Confe lion is b:&fe, and enery 
woꝛd in it very fignificant, and well 
vnderſtod, would rote all hereſies out 


|: 


ef our mindes. 
E The . 


A Sermon of 
The pꝛinciples ot religion are therein 
contained , aud ik her bee but a weake 
Philoſopher , that is ignorant in the 
pꝛinciples of Philoſophp, and if it be a 
ſhame foꝛ all artificers to be ignorant 


in the grounds of thoſe arts they pꝛa⸗ 


feſſe,it is a greater ſhame for vs Cbri⸗ 
Mans to make ſhe to of chziftanitp,and' 


pet to be ignozant inthe rudiments of 


pur Religion. 
3 would to God that euerp one, that 
bath the name of a chriſtiã did thꝛough⸗ 


ly vaderſtand, g were fully inſtragid d 


in them, khen needed not J labonz ſo 
much, fo2 the p2ofe of this dedrine. 


Foz euerv one of vs, when we do con⸗ 


feſſe God to be almighty , doe acknow 
ledg that he by his p2ouidence ruleth 
every thing: end that wee may know 
what we ſay, J purpoſe chiefly to han- 
dle theſe two points. | 
 Fizff that Chziſt the Sonne of Cod, 
hath the ſeife ſame pꝛouidente, that 


God the Father hath; Secontly , that 


the pꝛouidence of Odd, doth goueꝛne 

All things gene rallp, aud cuery ſpeciall 

thing ſpectall», 

And pet in handling theſe (wo,J on 
| _\ 
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Gods prouidence. 


not recite al that may be ſaid touching 
this matter, dut only touch ſome chiefs 
paintes ſummarily , which may helps 


1 


* poa the better to vnderſtaud the !args 


and learned tracts, that men nstable 
men haue written þcreof Foz the ürtk: 


FFF 
DN 


That Chriſt the Sonne of GO D doth 
ouerne all things as well as God 
the Father, is prooued by rea- 

ſon, example, and au- 
thoritie · 


K 


. 
— — 


Y reaſon, if Cod by his wiſdome 
made the wo?ld: that is, it that ths 


eternall wiſdome of God, which is his 


word, the euerlaſting Honne of God, 
was pꝛeſeut with God, when he mads 
the wozld : hee is alſo with him in go⸗ 
* verning the wozld: but hee was with 
God when he made the wozld, therey 
ſoꝛe he is with him gouerning ol it. 
The equity of the firſt pzopoſition is 
A grounde» 


A Sermon of | 
grounded vpon mot ftrong reaſon. * 
Foz az God created tte wozld by 
his wiſ-ome, ſo it is not to be betcued 


that God oduergelh the werld with⸗ 


out his wildeme , oHerwile he ſhould 
goa ine bo cance. 
che ſecond propoſition is peved by 


the teſtimonv of the Apoſtles, Heb. 1. by 


whom a ſo he made the worlds, 

By eranap!e, Gen. 48. verl. 13. 14.1 5. 
Then tooke loſeph them both Ephraim 
in his right hand towards Iſraels lefc 
hand. Manaſſech in his left hand toward 
Iiracls right hand, ſo he brought them 
ynco him. 

But Iſraell ſtretched out his right 
hand, and aide it on Ephraims head, 
vrhich was the younger, and his leſt 
hand vppon Manaſſchs head ( directing 
his hands en purpoſe) for Manaſſehs 
was the elder, | 

Alſo hee bleſſed Toſeph, and ſaid the 
G OD before whom my Fathers Abra- 
ham & ſack did walke, the God which 
hath fed me al my life 15g vnto this day. 

An which wozds Jacob ackaowlen- 
geth Gods pꝛouldence fo Uretch to 
particular men, eugn to himſelfe- The 


Gods prouĩdence. 


Then it foiloweth as verſ. 5. 26. The 


Angel l which bath delivered me from 
all cuill, bleſſe the children, and let my 
name bee named vpon them, and the 
name of my Fathers, Abraham, and I- 
zacke, that they may grow asfiſh, into 
a multitude in middeſt of the carth. Jn 
theſe woꝛds the holy Patrtarke lacob 
gineth that particular pꝛouidence to Þ 
Angel!, which in the fozmer verſe hee 
had gfuen to God: And that by the 
name of àngell hee bnderſtaydeth no 
creature, is hereby p2oned, in that be 
affirmeth, that this àngell had power 


ko bleſſe:ſaying to him, Bleſſe the chil- 


dren: Me then is the Angell whom la- 
cob was want to call, the angell of the 
Lo02d, that is the Sonne of God. 

Therefoze in this place lacob attrt- 
buteth a p2onidence ouer al! things and 
perſons, to the Angell: that is tho 


Honne of God, as woll as to God the 
Father. 


By authozity Iohn. 5, ver. 1 7. My Fa- 
ther worketh and I worke: This wo: 


that Chꝛiſt ſpeaketh of, is not to be vn⸗ 


derſfod of the creation onely, but alſa 
of the gouerning of ail things _ 


A Sermon of 


Foꝛ this particle (hetherto)ſheweth 


that he ment not onely that firſt wozke 
of his in creating all thin:s with his 
Father, but alſo another wozke, which 
be davly exerciſeth, wyich cannot bee 
vnderſtood of any other then of gouer⸗ 
ning all things with his Father. 

But here we muff obſerue this rule 
that the wazkes of the Trinity axe vn ; 
deuided. 

Therfoze that which is the Fathers 
wozke is the wozke allo of the Sonne, 
and of the holy Ghoſt. 


That the Sonne of GOD doth the 
ſame wozkes that the Father doth, is 


already pꝛaaued: the ſame is fo bee al- 
firmed alſo of the holy Ghoſt, by the 
Warrant of Gods wozd , as by that J 
read in the x 29.Þſalme, Whether fhall 
155 from thy preſence: If 1 aſcend into 

eauen, thou art there: If Ilie downe 
in hell thou art there : let me take the 


winges of the morning, and dwell in 


the vttermoſt partes of the Sea , yet 
thether ſhall chine hand lead mee 
and thy right hand hold mee: Thus 


is the firff poynt bztefly pꝛooued, that 
Chzi 


#F 


- |,» Now ts the ſecond: that Cod by his 


Gods prouidence. 


' Chiiſt the Sonne ef God, and the holp 
Shoſt, do gouerne all things as well 
as God thy Father, 


pꝛouidence gouerzety all and eacry 
thing, 

Thereare very many that can wil- 
lingly graunt, tbat God by his pꝛoui⸗ 
dence gonerneth al thinges in general, 
but that euerp particular thing is ruled 
by the ſame, thepdenp: with thele men 
therefo;ze A minde to deale ſomewhat 
large, though not ſo lcarnedly, as the 
cauſe requireth: ( 4 who is able to han⸗ 

dly it wozthilp 7) Philoſophers haue 
in this poynthad ſand2y opintons:Epi- 
curus ſaid , that all things were rvied 
bp chance and fortune, and that God li⸗ 
ued idlelp, and at eaſe in the Heauens. 
which opinion , as impious, all men in 
woꝛdes condemne, and pet ſo we liue 
that our lines ars euident pꝛoofes a- 

ainſt vs, that in heart and ſoule wee 
imbꝛace it. 

Foz ſurely if we thought any better 
ef GOD then Epicurus did, wee 
would not walk ſo direetly in Epicurus 

pathes as we do, oz liue ſo licentiouſly 

a 


3 
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as £591xh Sad regarded ds nok. 

Che Periapatetickes, and other ſozf 
ef Philoſophers, bꝛoched another opi⸗ 
nion, teaching that thoſe things which 
are aboue the Beanens, are mooued, 
guided and gouerned by God himſclfe: 


bat thoſe tyings that are vnder the cir⸗ 


cle of the Pone, are gonerned partly 
by chance and foztune , partly by the 
counſai'cs and deuiſes of men, ⁊ partly 
by a bꝛutiſh oꝛ ſenteles foꝛce of nature. 

Thers is a thlrd opinion of the 
Stoicks , which is that all thinges ars 
ruled by fate oz deſtiny, tha: is by aſe- 


cret oꝛder and linck of cauſes:in which 


chaine all things ars ſo ſarely ted, 
that both God himſelfe and man are 
Tra'ghted within thoſe bounds. 

This was a very dainty opinion in 
the itudgement of the Parts: who to ex⸗ 
cuſe the weakenes of their God Iupi- 
ter, fain2d that he wept,foz that he was 


ſo hindzꝛed by the fozce of deſtinp, that d 


he could net ſet Sarpedo at liberty. 


The fourth opinion is Platoes, who 


grannt ed that God by his pzonidencs 

ruleth all things in generall, which al⸗ 

terlward God cbunrffed fo petty n_, 
halte 
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halfe Gods, and diueis, who have the 
charge and care oi particular things: 
From theſe feute opinions (, 2ing all 
other whatloeuer, touching Gods pꝛo- 
uidence: and there is no one opinion, 
which may nat eaſtly be re3uced to one 


of theſe. 


But ſome of vs ſeuen of vs Ch:iffi- 
ans) flu ing one danger, run into anos 
ther: e fo; tat thev dai e not deny that 


Sod by his p25utdece ruleth a! tungs, 


pet will theynat grant , that by tt, he 
gouet ne euery particular thing, leaſt᷑ 
t ev ſhould tycreby be dꝛiuen (as they 
think)to ſome abſurvities : thus whilſt 
the» would anoide abſurdity , they 
commit impiety and fal away from the 
truth moſt dangeronſly: But farre bee 


this from your heart(right wozſhipful) 


and that it mas neuer poſſefle vou: as 
uoid the canſe that wozketb it in them, 
which is ignozance of the wozd of God: 
and fo2 that God in great mercy hath 
kindled in your heart a deſite of know» 
ledge, quench not that godly deflre, in 
pon,but purſue hotly with hearty and 
feruent p2aver, after knowledge, and 
you ſhall finde it: and if pou ſhall _ 


* 
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it you hu cerfainely know, that there 
will no abſurdity be infoꝛced bpon aup 
doctrine grounded bpon Gods wozd, 
E that pou ned not feare this Doarine, 
as they do, J wil firſt diſcourſ breifip k 
the truth of it, and wil prone, that God 
gouerneth by his pꝛouidence all things - 
generallp, ond euerp particular thing f 
particularly: then wil J anſwere to all j 
thoſe chiefe obiections which are 
bꝛought againſt it, and by which ſome | 
baine men think te make the doarme 
abſurde. Co the firſt: | 
Fo? that this argument hath bene 
diuerliy handled, and men haue beene 
very turious in diſcourſing thereof:el⸗ f 
, peftallp ſince what wap ſocuer they | 


— 
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winve themſelues, many abſurdities 

doe ſæme to follow them:it wil be belt 

JI thinke foz me to keepe me in the high - 
beaten way, leaſt ſceking by-wapes J 
wander out of the wap: 3 meane to 
difconrfe fo of this doctrine, as J am 
taught in the woꝛd of God x then dili⸗ 
gently to remmue al thoſ? things what- 
focuer they be not beſ@ming the moll 
pure nature of God, which in the tndg- 
mt of man, al (&@nie heresſto _ 


—_ — — 6 
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But if my ignozance were ſo great, 
that J could not remoue theſe incon- 
nceniences: pet notwithſtanding, are 
pou g all Ch:tſtians bound to reteiue 
with all humilitie this true doctrine: 
t to blame me, not the doctzine, tk J be 
not able to cleare it ot ali thoſe things, 
which in the iurgement of man may 
ſæ me abſurd: And although it is not 
my p:1rpoſe to ex mine al, that Philo- 
ſophers & otthers ſap agsinſt the goncr 
ning ok euerp thing by the pzouidencs 
of God, pet in my minde, all that thep 
ca ſay againſt if mo bij this one argu⸗ 
ment le eaſilp ouerthrou nc. If he be a 
God (which they all conkeſle, though 
thep would deny it, pet may it caſily 
ber pꝛued againſt them ) he is a moſt 
perfect thing: but p which is molt pers 
fect hath nothing pet fecter then it ſelke 
neither can we imagine any thing to be 
moꝛe perfect, then that which of it ſel ke 
is truly : abſdlutelv moſt perfect: ther» 
fo:e there is nothing, neither can wee 
imagine any thing to bee moze perfect 
then God: herenpon A infer.if God did 
not gonern al things in general, eue⸗ 
rie thing in particular, we migbt tell 

ima ine 
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imagine that there was ſome-thing 
moꝛe perfoct then God:enen ſuch a dei⸗ 
tp,w;ich had charge and care ot euery 
particnler thing: but it is ewe pno 
ſacb deit v 82 Sodheat ca be imagine d. 

It is falſe tberc foʒe, that thep here vp⸗ 
on would infer that God by his pꝛoui- 
dence ruleth not cueryparticuler thing 
g thc contrarp is trac, which we teach: 
fo: elſe ſurely that God, which they 
dꝛeame of to line idly, and a: eaſe,s tg 
haue no care of an thing, as thep bab 
ble, is not in truth a God, but as Tully 
ſotntime ſaid of their maiſter Fpicurus 
fo ſap J of them, that they in woꝛds ac- 
knowledge a God, but in truth den p 
there is any. But leauinc Þhlioſophers 
let bs ſ& what the Scripture teacheth 
bs: the firſt place J will vic fo: pp:ofe 
of this doctrine, 3 take ent of the Epi- 
fic to the Hebrewes the 1. Chapt. v rſe 
3. where it is ſaid of the ſonne of Ot d, 
that He beareth vp, that is, monefh 
and gouerneth all things by bia n igh- 
ty moꝛde: hee that granteth that {re 
ruleth aithings,ercepteth no cne thing 
from his novernwer.t: Me may then 


well conclude out of this place or 
God, 


God's providence, 


Gad, that God gouerncty all, and exe- 
rp thing. 

But leaſt x hoald leaue any farting 
hole fo; the adnecCary to winde ont at, 
let vs further ſe what the Scriptare 
tea:heth vs of the gonerring of every 
particular thing by Cods pꝛouidence. 
Neither will Jheape vp many pla- 
tes, but content mp (o:fe with a fewe 
eramples, out of which the truth ofthis 
b2arirg may be gathere?, 

And thus 1 dg endenour fop2ore if 
bꝛicfly: All the creatures of God are 
tit her indued with þ giftof fre choiſc, 
oꝛ clig want (hts liberty of choice: they 
i 1thave it are Ange's, both god and 
enill, and men alls both god ant euill: 
te tnat want this liberty of chopſo, 
ace all ether living things created by 
Cod, 4 alſo thcſe bis creatures , which 
rue no like: and pet of all theſe crea- 

_ *pIces, God hath a ſpectali care, ſo as 
he biſpoſeth of encry one of them ac» 
co2ding to his plc aſute. 

Die bol e of Iob, and the F ſalmes, 

to ve often handle this argument, ſo 
that if 7 How gather out of them all 
chetr p;ofes,y ſh ould wyite out almoſt᷑ 

| their 
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there whole bokes: pet ſome J will 


bing, and leaue the re ſt foꝛ pou to gas 
tber, hoping it wil be a means to bꝛing 
pcu to the eften reading of them. 

In the 147. Pſalme the Pꝛophet 
ſaith thus of God, that he coueteth the 
Heauen with cloudes, and prepareth 


raine for the earth, and maketh the 
graſſe to grow vppon the Mountaines: 


But the claudes, the raine, and the 
graſſe are things without ſoule x life, 
and vet by his wonderfull pzouidence 
he dꝛiueth, end ruleth at his pleaſure 
the rlondes in the ape: he ſendeth the 


raine dewn vpon the earth, and he ma | 


keth the graſte to grow: In the 148. 
Pſalme the Pꝛophet ſaith, that fire 
and haile, ſnow, and vapours, ſtormie 
windes doe execute his word, and 
what is it to execute the woꝛd of God, 
but to be ruled and gonerned by his 
woꝛd ? it is to be at his beck and plea- 


ſore: Againe, in the 135. Pſalme, it 


is ſaid, that whatſocuer pleaſed the 
Lord, that did hee in Heauen and in 


earth, in the Sca and all the depthes: 


hee bringeth vp the Cloudes from the 
endes of the carth, and maketh the 
lightnings 


xt © — a aA i. I EE EE 
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 ightnings with the raine , hee draweth 
fourth the windes out of his treaſures: 


and Chꝛiſt our @auniour in the 6. of 


Math. biddeth bs learne how the Lil. 
lies of the field doe grow, they labour 
not, neither ſpin:and a little afterward 
hee telleth vs, that God doth cloath the 
graſſe of the field: theſe few places 
pꝛoue that God hath a prouident care, 
to ti&epe and gouerae euen his lifeleſſg 
crearures, not onelp generally, but 
alſo particuletlp : as cloudes, raine, 
windes, graſſe, fire, haile, ſnow, ba- 
pours, lillies, and ſuch like: the like 
pꝛouident care hee hath fc2 other of his 
creatures, whome hee hath indues 
with life end ſence, but not with rea- 
ſon, and that liberty of chorce,whereof 
IJ ſpake befo:e: Mee read inthe 147. 
Pſalme, that GOD giveth to beaſts 
their foode, and to the young Ravens 
that cry: and in the 104, Pſalme verſe 
14. the Pꝛophet ſaith, chat GOD cau- 


ſeth graſſe to grows for the Cattell, 


and alterward in the 27 bcrſe he ſaith 


_ + | that all beaſts, foules, and hſhes , waite 


ypon thee O Lord that thou maiſt give 
them ſoode in due ſeaſon: Thou giueſt 


r PP 
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it to them, and they gather ir, thou 6« - 
peneſt thy hand and they are filled 


Vith good things: This alſo dur Ma- 
niour Chriſt affirmeth in the 6. oft Ma- 
thew, ſaying, behold the fowles of the 
heauen, for they ſowe nor,neitherreape, 
nor carry into the barnes: yet your 


Heauenly good Father feedeth them. 


And in the 10. of Math. Are not two 


Sparrowes (old for a farthing and one of . 


them ſhall not fal on the ground with 
out your Father: meaning God: by theſe 
few places yon may ſe it ſufficiently 
pꝛoued, that GOD hath a prouident 
earc of euerp particular creature, bp- 
on whom he hath not beſfowed the kree 
liberty of choiſe , whether they haue 
not life, oʒ haue life and fence and want 
reaſon. Now as foz thoſe creatures ta 
whom God hath glaen that gift of fre 
choiſe, which J ſaid were Angels and 
men, ſome do thinke, that God in truth 
hath a ſpeciall pꝛieuident care over 
man whom he made after his owne F- 
mage and likeneſſe: but not ouer other 
creatures : which opinion how falſe it 
is yon may eaũly gather out of that J 
hane already wzitten.Dthers do make 


— 
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. this fo be the difference betwerne man 
t man, that Cod taketh a ſpecial care of 
the godly , but caſteth away all care of 
the wicked: but the woꝛd of Cod dsth 

" manifcly onerth2olv this opinion: In 
the g. ol Mathew, Chꝛiſt our Sauiour 
teacheth vs, that our heauenly Father 

| naketh the Sun to riſe on the euil and 
on the god, and ſendeth raigne en the 
int and vniuſt. And Paul in his fr 
Epiſtle to Timoihy the 4.chapter,ſaith 
that God is Sayiour of all men ſpecially 
of thoſe that beleeue: wherof I gathee 
that God hath a ſpeciall care of thoſg 
that are his, but pet not ſo, as that hee 05 
leaueth ð wicked to be ruled by chance 
' . and foztune : fo2 if God haue a care of 
thoſe things e creatures 5ᷣ the wicked 
poſſeſſe, as of their cattle, gralle , any 
cone and ſach like: ſurely hee pꝛoui⸗ 
deth alſo foz them, the owners e may- 
gers of thoſe creatnres: neither tan he 
Ve pꝛouident and tarefull fo2 the god- 
ly, but hee muſt alſo gouerne and rule 
the wicked actozding to the pleaſure of 
his dinine power. Foz as a Pzincs 
and Generall of an Armfe is not 
Shely care full fo: the Troupes and 
2 2 compa- 
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companies of Soldiers thet be in his 
beſt: but atſ3 ſo: munition t vi taile nes 
ceſfaty foꝛ them, that he map haue his 
ur np ſo furaiſhed, that it may be a ter⸗ 
x03 to the cuenp, and map kepe them 
amongſt whome hee lyeth incamped in 
ſuch dutifall obedience, that they may 
bee ready to doe whatſocner his Cap- 
taines and officers command them: ſo 
can it no: be that Cod doth pzonide fog 
bis Cnrch, but he muſi alſo moderate 
end governe all thoſe things, without 
which his Church cannot be here vpon 
the earth. 
Such chirgs as opperfaine fo the 
. noncihment.cloathing, ſafc ant quiere 
harbozing of the members of the 
Church : Thcp thercfoze who are 
not of tbe true Church, are pet, foꝛ (bs 
tenefit of Gods Church, to be ruled bp, 
bis pꝛouidence, ſo are the Patriarches 
ſaid to haue found fauour in the ei cs 
of infide's , fo2 the! ihe Lozd did rule 
und woue the hearts ot infidels,which 
way tt pleaſed hin. | 
Nam how GOD ruleth not onely 

encry parti calar man, but alſo all the 

*. Cenerall actions of men, 1 


6 


n S8 see 


God: prouidenee. 


| that which is in the 16. of the Pꝛo⸗ 


nerbs , commit thy workes vnto the 
Lord, & thy thoughts ſha! be directed: 
And oy that alſo wiich is in the 4.0f 
James : Goe to now yee that ſay, o day 


or to notro w wee Will goe into fucha 
Cit tie, and continue there a yeare, and 


buy and ſell and get gaint: and yer yee 
cannot tell x hat ſhall bee co morrow : 
for what is your life? it is ever a va- 
pour, it appeareth fra little time, and 
attcrward yaniſheth away : for that 
wee ougl t io ſay , if the Lord will, and 
if wee ſiue wee will doe this or that: 


Thus lames ſpeaking of the actions 


oꝛ doings of men, affirme h that God 


kuleth them all, fo that withont bis 


will wee em doe nothing, no not (9 
much as paTe from one plate ta ana⸗ 


- ther : and Paul confeſſeth that he was 


okten hindꝛed and ſtaid by God, that 
he couid not goe to thoſe Churches ho 
purpoſcd , bntill hee had his iournep 
gran ed him by the will of God: God 


there foꝛe ruleth a. the ſeuerall actions 


ok all mea.) will vſe onely two exam⸗ 
ples, to illuſtrate and make plaine this 
molt true doctrine, $ God gouerneth 

B3 r 
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the ſeuerall actions of all men, both 
god and bad: In the hiſfozy of Ioſeph 
many thing to this purpoſe are to bee 
found. The end of that hiſfozy was, 

that which loſeph ſpake of, Geneſi. 50. 
you thought euill againſt mee ſaith hee 
to his brethren , bnt God diſpoſed it to 
good: In this hif9zy theſe men and 
their ſeuec all adions are to be wayebs 
Firtt, father {xcob, then the dꝛethꝛen 
nf Ioſeph, Toſeph himſelfe, the Iſhma- 
e'ices,t0 whom he was ſold „chat light 
puſwiks his miſteis Putiphars wike, 
Pharao and his ſcruants ; ths actions 
of all theſe perſons are dfacrs t bery 
different one from another, ſome of 
them were lamdawle, others deteſfa- 
ble, and yet ſome of thoſe better then 
others, and ſome of thoſe actions nei- 
ther to be altogether anlowed noz dil⸗ 
p2aiſed, ond pet as Ioſeph witneſſfeth, 
God by his pꝛouidence ruleth and dtf- 
poſeth them all, both men and theit 
actions to Toſephs a). 

99 as Dauid ſaith, Plalm, ro. that 
God ſent a man before them, Ioſeph 
was ſold for a ſlaue: Foz ſo G go⸗ 
werneth the wicked actions of thote 

men. 


men, that the maſt peruerſe pzactiſcs 
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of loſephs bzethzen,ihe ſhameleſſe and 
braſtly part of Putiphats wife, and 9- 
ther heauy actions, had a moſt happy 
end? Do that enen thoſe things chat 
they did to Ioſeph, purpoſing by them 
bfterly te deſtroy him, b2aught Jo- 
ſeph to great honour: fo mighty and 
wonderfull is God, that he is able to 
make the light to ſhine ont of darks- 
neſſe. $99;eoner in the laſt chapter of 
the p2zophefte of Ionas, we ſhall ſ& how 
wonderfully God doth net onelp go⸗ 
nerne men, but alſo all maner of crea- 


* fnresſenſible 2 vnſenſible : fo2 J read 


that lonas went ont of che citty of Ni- 
niuie, ę ſat on the Taſf-ſide of the citty, 
e there made him a both and ſat vnder 
it in the thadow till he might ſee whalrw 
Could be done ta the titty: ⁊ the Lozb 
pꝛepared a Gourd, t made it come bp 
oner Ionas, that it might be a ſhadow 
ouer his head, and delfuer him from 
his griefe : o Tenas was erceding 
glad of the Gourd. But God pꝛepa⸗ 
red a mozme when the mezning bes 
gantorife the nert day, and it ſinote 
the Sourd that it withered : and 

whey 
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when the Dunne did ariſe , God pꝛe⸗ 
pared alſo a feruen: (Talk winve,e the 
Sunne beate vpon the head of Ionah, 
tyat he faintcd , and wiſhed in bis 
beoct to dye, aud ſaid; It is better for 
mee to dye tnen to liue; in this that J 
haue wiitten out ot Ionas uu. haue 
theſe toin;s to way : Fir lonah 4 


min, the moſt excellenateſt creature, 


ide other baſer creatures, as the 
Gard, the worme, and the winde: 
the woꝛme is a cre iture that hath life 
in i, and is of that kviv of beaſts that 
be denided in their bodies, the head FE 


bzcat from their beily and taile, the 


Gonrd x the wind they are creatures 
without life, and pet pan (&h9w God 
by his pꝛouidence raleth e moacth at 
his pleaſure all theſe crentares . It 
Epicurus had bene at this ſight, hee 
would haue aſ:ribes all to chance : if 
Atiſtotle, to naturali cauſes : tf Chry- 
ſippus 0? Zeno Stoicks , to fate and de⸗ 
finv:if P. ato to ſom: pettp Sad: and 
amongſt them all there hab not bene 
ene woꝛd of the truth of Oad. 

But the holy Gyolt attributeth the 
tourſe of gauerning al theſe things ts 


God 
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* God alone, who pꝛeparea them all fo3 
lonah his god: foz bp theſe meanes, 


Ionah that was wandzing was ſet in 
the right wap, as if pon wil read the 
chapter pou map ſe moꝛe fully of that 
which haue aiready witten. J may 
ſafeip tonclude, that both all che crea- 


tures which want the c ift of choice, x 


all they that haue it, are gouerned and 
ruled by God, by his moſt h gh and 
mightp pꝛonidente. 

Ot the Angels, which A placed at 
the firſt amIna't th: ſe creatuces, that 
h ine the bertp of choice, J will wzite 


no i the leſle, hoping that Ich ul bane 


this backe againe ta view, poliſh, and 
inlarge: but their nam: teacheth vs 
that they are ruled by God bimſelfe, 
fo2 they are called Angeli Angels, that 
is, meſſengers kent krom God: and in 
the Tpidle to the Hebe ws are called 
the miniſters, and ſeruants of God. 
Thus mach foꝛ the firft part, that 
is foꝛ the truth of this dodrine, that 


God by his pꝛonidente ruled al things 
in generall. and euerp particular thing 


in part cula 
How 4 - to that J — to 
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handle in the ſecond place, namely to | 


the vnkolding and anſwering of thoſe 


arguments which are made againff | 


this doctcin? « The firſt argument 
thep make is this: Gad cannot goucen 
all things generally, and euere crea- 


fore and action without erceding . 


foil: and &ricfe of mind: But it agree- 
eth with the nature ok Goo, that hee 
reſt in quitt t ⁊ be fre from all labo2s: 
Therefoꝛe Sad doth not gonerne an 
and euerp particular thing. 

To this argument dzawne thus 
from the nature of God, J anſwere, 


that their firſt pꝛopoſition is kalſe, 


which is that God cannot gonerne all 
thrigs generally and particaiarly 
without exe&eding teile, and griefe of 
minde: but fo2 that 3 will not only de⸗ 
ny it as falſe, but ſhew the reaſons 
that mane me ſo to do, vsu muſt know 
that there are diners kinds ek actions, 
ſome are naturall, ſome are violent, o- 
ter ſome meme: that is neither alta⸗ 


gether natural, no; altogether violent: 


naturail actions are they that do flom 
from the pꝛinciples of nature it ſelfe, 
without any heipe elſewhere: ſuch are 

the 
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the round motions of the heauens, the 
flowing and ebbing of the Bea, that 
light things do of their naturall iight- 
neſſe mount ypward, heauy things all 
downeward, that we beach, and ſuch 
like: theſe actions are done without 


aͤnp laboz becauſe they moue of them⸗ 


ſelues without any other help: Other 
actions there are, which are done bp 
fozce, and therefoze are called violent, 
as by fozte to make a ene mount vp⸗ 
ward, whoſe nature is to fall downe- 
ward. And ſuch like violent actions, 
which cannot long laſt as Arittocle 


* Feacheth, becauſe they are doae With 


foꝛce. There is anot'er ſoꝛt ot actions 
Which J called meane, whoſe be- 
ginnings are of nature, but pet 
t5ep tannot bee done bn'eſſe they bes 
helped by ſome other meanes, as 10 
eate, to dzinke, to walke, and ſuch 
uke. But naw that, that God doth, 
bee dooth without labour, becauſe 
hee dot) it naturally, and therefoze 


- Mnokk freely : againe, there is no 


fozce that can compell GOD, and 
therekoze hee wozketh of him -ſelle 
freely , and without any compulſion: 
| neither 


A Sermon of 


neither is he troubled with grſefs, but 
gouerneth all things accozding to the 
rule of his will: neither is there any 
thing moꝛe agreeable to the nature o7 
Gd, then to gouerne, and pꝛeſerue 
the whole wozlde , euen with the 
woꝛd of his power, 5 
A ſscund argument of theirs is this, 
At is an vnmete thing foz God, and 
cleane repugaant to his nature, fo 
entermeddle in filthy , and vncleane 
matters: bat he cannot gouerne cuerp 
ſeueeal creature, and their actions,but 
he mat enterm-able with many bas 


cleanc and fithy matters; therefoze 9 


dath not gouerne them. 

J deny the ſecond pꝛopoſitien, which 
is, that Bod cannot gonerne euerp ſes 
uerallc:cafnre t their actions, but he 
muſt mingle himſelfe with many vne 
cieanc and filthy matters: Foz that 
amongſt the creatures, and their ac⸗ 
tions, there are many vncle an things: 
this conſequente, though it be the 
ground of the p2opoſition is falſe, oz 
although the power of God is in all 
his creatures, e ruleth all, pet doth it 


not therefaze follow , chat the mo 
[] 


; 
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of Cod doth entermeddle with the vit- 
pute actions of his crea:nres , wh ch 
mas be made plainc by this ſimuitude: 
the Sunne of all vifivle creatures mo 
excellent (man onely excep ed) doth 
molt ſe: fozth the gl»2yp of God : it doth 
ſhine in cucrpplace , ſo thai tt chineth 
okten vpon the dunghil,and though the 
beames therof doc heate the dung hil, 


as they do all other pꝛatts, and ſhings 


Which they pterce : Pet ſoꝛ all that ths 
Suune is not polluted with the defile» 
ments and vnclceneſſe of it, neither 
doth the ſubſtance ef the beames of ths 

Sun mingle it ſelfe with thoſe things 
which it prerecth. 

When one leide this in Diogenes 
his.diſh, tha: he went into aſtewes or 
t zothel- honſe, why ſaith hee the Sun 
to nme th thitzer alſo, and pet is not 
defiled there with: therby ſhewing that 
a wiſe g godly man thergh he enter ins 
to vncleane and fil:hpplaces,and come 
into the company of ſil:hy perſons, 

' doth not fozth-with iorne himſelfe to 
thetr filthines,neicher is inkeged with 
their vices: Jf herefeze this Philoſs= 
phez could enter into the ſtebes, and 

comms 
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tome fozth againe vnſpetted with their 
bncleanc neſſe, ſo that their fiithinefſs 
could net fallen bpon him: much ics 
is God (u hole nature is mol pute and 
fmple in governing of his creatures) 
infected with thetr filthint Le.. There 
is a third obicction, which they thus 
frame: Cuerp wile and good gouer⸗ 
nour, vn eſle hee bee greatly hindzi d, 
bzingeth his worte that he ſrameth, 
and that thing that he ruleth to agod, 

perfec and wiſhed end: T his may bs 
rꝛoor ed by many examples , as by the 
t rample of a ſkilfull Pilot, who direc⸗ 
leth bꝛinge tb his ſhip to the purpoſeÞ 
bauen, and ſuch like: but nothing can 
ict God from perfecting his wozkes, 
yet manp ol his creatures, as manp 
monſlers, mad men, ame, are imper- 
fett. Therefoꝛe God ruleth not every 
generation and conception; To vnloſe 
this knot we muſt remember this diſ⸗ 
tetion ofoꝛd er: tiere are two ſozts of 
oꝛders oꝛ courſcs p Cod taketh in go- 
nerning ali things: the one of the m we 
mar call oꝛdinery, which Cod bcthof- . 
terrſe, the otber cxtraoztinary with 
2 der though we be not * 
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ted, pet doth God hinvſelfe know the 
-ceuſe why he (@ wozketh : 4 yet of this 


map we not conclude, that God in his 
wozkes is contrary to himſelfe : fo it 
to vs there appeare (ome diuerſity and 
difference in the government of all 
things by God, cettainelp that diffe- 
rerce is not of Gods rule, but of ths 
vnſtable iudgement of our troubled 
minds : foz Gods wozkes are not to be 
balanced by our iudgements, which 
are deceiue able, and fo the mo part 
vntrue: Auguſtine p;opoſed the exams 
ple of two thildren,one of which is du⸗ 
tifnl and louing to his father, the other 
is a wicked ſtubbozne child: both their 
fathers are deadly ficke,the god childe 
pꝛaieth earneſtiv vnto God, to deliner 
bis father from his ſicknes: the graces 
les graft thinketh cuerp houre twenty 
vbntil his father bee b2eathleſſe : both 
their fatiers died and that accozding 
to Gods appointment and direction. 
But now that childe that paayed 


_ foz the pꝛolonging of his fathers life 


bighly pleaſed 8 O D: and pet it 
pleaſed not GO D, that his fathee 


would liue any longer: And againe, 
that 


** 
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that childe that longed fe2 his fathers - 
death, as highly diſpeaſcd God, and 
ret it was Gods pleaſure that his fa- 
ther to ſgould die: how commeth it to 
paſe , that that whichpleaſcth GGD 
map diſpleaſe him alſo, and that which 
diſpleaſeth bim pleaſe him? at he was 
pleaſed wich the god chi! ds kindneſſle, 
but not pleaſed that his father ſhonld 
line:and gaine diſpleaſed with the vn⸗ 
naturall part of the lewd chilve, and 
| pet pleaſed with his fathers death. 
4 Surely there is in God accrtaine 
ſecret oꝛdinance which pet is int, and 
a certaine crdinance open and mani⸗ 
feſted which alſo is righteous ; But 
certaine idle companions to draw both 
Auguſtine and vs into batred , fo; this 
doctrine, obicct againſt vs, that they 
cannot perceive in God this double 
will, which we fpeake or, to wit a fecret 
and a revealed will: fo2 thep ſay wie 
all know and pov conf ſſe, that God is 
moſt plaine without ali ſhew of deu- 
hleneſſe, and therefore his will mut 
bee alſo as plaine, and enenſo is it, 
though we carnot compꝛehend it: but 


iet them lirſt anwere to that which 
ä Auguſtine 
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Auguſtine and we haue pꝛopoſed, anb 
will thep,nill they, they muſt acknow⸗ 
ledge with vs, that this differance of 
will, of which A yage ſpoken, is not 
p2operip in God, but in vs, who at- 
toꝛong to our reach and capatitp:meg. 
ſure diuine magters: and there fo in 
of our capacitv, there 
ſermeth to be this difference in the wil 
of God: Accozding to our tenſure and 
ttidgement, wee will tudge the birth 
of monſters, mad⸗ men 4 crocked⸗men, 
to be an bnperfect wozke of Gbd, but 
in the indgement of God their creation 
is mot} perfect and abſolute. 

Ik Ariſtotle were aſked what the 
tauſe were of their imperfections any 
defozmities, hee would anſwere that 
they pzoc&ded of a defect and want in 
nature. Bat Chꝛiſt ſaith othertviſe of 
the man that was bozne blind in the 9. 
of Jab. Neither hath this man ſinned, 
hor his parents, but that the workes of 
GOD ſhould be ſhewed on him: that 
is, that God might be glorified by him, 
Now fince pla end of al things 0 the 
gloʒy of God, and ſince al things are fo 
ve accounted perfect, which attaine ta 

＋ Weis 


— — — — — [ fſſ 


A Sermon of 


their defired end, and ſince the glozp ol 

God moze appeareth/by the imperfer- 

tions of ſome of his creatures, then if ' 

de had made them all of one fozme and 
perfection,ſurcly we map not iudge a⸗ 
ny of his wozkes vnperfect: J grant 
z it they bee conſiders in themſetues, 
there will appeare in them ſome im- 
perfection: but when they are referred 
to the glory of God, ifthep iliuftrats 


and ſet it forth,ttey are euen therefo;e © 


to be accounted perfect: fo; if no man 
Gould be mad, if none defo:zmed, none 
tams ,none blinde, wee would afcrive 
the perfection of our birth, which wee 
perteiue that all men haue nece ſſarily 
ei her to nature oꝛ to onr parents: and 
we would eaſily fl p into this opinion, 
that wee had our ſelues alſo of our pa · 
rents: but fince there appearethſuch 
s diverſity in the outward foꝛzm es of 
creatures, the pꝛouidente of God doth 
moꝛe clearly appe are by thet tt eir dif 
ference inſhaye. In the indgement of 
man, many fites and wozmes , and all 
ſoꝛt of ſerpents are reputed not onely 
bup2ofitab'e but a!ſo hor:full : But 
the Lozd (as Moyſes ſheweth - = 
eng 
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ung) calleth them his troaſores, ont 


ok which hee dzawcth dengeance foz 
his snimics; as arrowes ont of a qui- 
T.;... PE 

, Theſe were the ſhafts hee Ghoke 
Pharao with; Mith theſe Antiochus, 
with theſe Herod was alſo puniched : 


- who therefoze will account them vn⸗ 


p2offtable, oz who ſuperfluous, ſinca 
the Lozd himſelfe hath ſuch bſes ta 
path. oo. 
There are alſo in them many pzofitas 
ble things fo2 man, whereof ſome weg 
know not, other-ſome the Phiſicians 
know, as Nicander q others haue very 
lesrnedly wozttten of them: ancient le ar⸗ 
ned Chriſoſtome in his teniþ Vomilp 
vppon Geneſis, vſed this ſimilitude; 
If (ſaith hee) in carthly matters when 
wee ſee theſe things that bee done, ap- 
prooued by graue and mighty mem 
ec miſlike not theit ceniure, not 
gain- ſay it , but preferre their iudge- 
ment before our owne:bow much 1526 
ſhould we carry the ſame minde of all 
biſible creatures, u þich we know that 
God the Creatoz of all things made ⸗ 
That ünce wee haus received bis 
C 3 cenſurg 
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tenſure of them a'l, that all that hee 
made was very god, let bs ſuſpend 
our judgments e bury them in ſilence, 
and let vs not dare to pꝛefer the iudge⸗ 
ments of al men befoze the Loʒos:and 
wee map perſ'vade our ſclues with 
ſcrong and ſafficient arguments, that 
the Loꝛd made all things in great wif- 
dome and mercy, and in a woꝛd, that 
the Loꝛd made nothing vnaduiſe dip 
aithout cauſe:but though we know 
not che cauſes of his wozkes , becauſe 
of the weakeneſſe of our vnderand- 
dings: pet bath he made all things ac- 
cozding to his wildom and moſt migh- 
ty mercy. 

Chus farre Chryſoſtome: If there- 
loꝛe by the teſtimony of Ariſtotle , na- 
ture made nothing in vaine. s the ma 
who was btterly ignoꝛant of true reli⸗ 
gion,affirmed of nature, which he pet 
tudged fo be both b ind e bzutiſh: how 
much moꝛe are we bound fo o'tribute 
bnto the moſt wiſe creatoz cf all things 
this perfection in bis creation, that bee 
made nothing in dine, but all things 
in great wildome: ſince all his wozks 


redounded to his glos, which is oo 
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laff, and the chiefeſt end of all things, 


and by the common conſent of all men. 
euery thing is iudged etther perfect oz 
vnper fect, by the attaining of bis end? 
There is a fourth argumẽ t, thus made 
ag ainſt the pꝛouidence of God : if God 


who is moſt wiſe and rigbteons in his 


iudgments, do gouerne all things and 
euerpparticular thing, there ſhould not 
be ſo great trouhles in cõmon wealths 
and ſpecially in the Church, whereof 
the Lo2d hath aſpeciall care,fo: that ic 
is his Sanc nary : but both in Church 
and common-wealth there is great vn⸗ 
quietneſſe, ſo that all laws both dining 
and humaHe are openly violated : god 
mea moſt cruelly are dealt withall,e- 
uill men doe retopce and triumph in 
their wickedneſfe wikhent controule= 
ment: God therfoze gouerneth not all 
things that are in common-wealths 
and in the Churches. 

This argument thus dzawne from 
the natare of Gods iullite ( which ſee⸗ 
meth to be contrary to his gouernm it 
by his pꝛouidente, f he ſhould o, mo- 
derate and ſuffer all theſe out ranges x 
diſozders ) is one of - chielelt * 
| , 
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ot Epicurus his opinion: and this argy- 
Ment troubled many that now line , x 
daplp laboꝛ fe baing Epicurus namg in 
wbloquy with al men, and pet are cory 
tout to liue lin: Epicures: t this argu⸗ 
ment allo the Turtzes, and our capt- 
t al enemies (the Papiſta) obiec moſt 
againſt vs; and ſure it cacricth ſuch 
waight with it, chat Dauid confeſſeth 
Pe was (a aſtonied, that his fot were 
almoſt gone: and his ſteppes had wel⸗ 
neace ſlipt, when he law the pꝛoſperi⸗ 
to of the wicked, and puniſhments and 
bard entertainment ot the godly, vnc ill 
be went into the ſanauaty of God:then 
vnderſlod he their end, that is, vntill 
Dauid entred into Gods ſchale, clears 
ned by his wozd and holy ſꝑirit, that he 
oꝛdered al things molt wiſely, and fuff- 
iy. After Pompey had bame put to the 
work in tho battaile fought bet wirt 
Czſar and him, in the confines of Phar · 
falor; q 8caped by flight to Mytelene, 
bee went to Cratippus, and diſputed 
| With the Philoſopher in his Garden, 
whether hee thought there was any 
Hod which by his pꝛouidence ruled in 
darth: and foz that befoze in very bad 
VV quarels 


ed, lome-time to cxtertiſe the cn 
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quarels hee had had moſt pꝛoſperaus 


ſacceſſe,as when hee had ſubdued, e in 
battaile vanquiſhed ths inhabitants 
of the Eaſt part of the wozld, and was 
now in a moſt god cauſe overcome, 
Erippeo off his army, e fo2ced to fly a- 
way himſelfe alone moſt ſhamfully:he& 


-- hereof gathred that God regarded not 


what was done amongſt men, but 5; all 
things were done by chance: thus doth 
$ wiſe men of p wozld iudge g ſpeak of 
ſuch euẽts. But þ hoiv Gholt teacheth 
bs fo iudge far otherwiſe of the: whew 


Moles in his ſong Deu. 32, was to de» 


liuer to the peop'e t e thꝛeatnings of 
God, if they we e aiſobedient , which 
after ward p rebellious JIſraeits feit, 
bee vſeth this pꝛefate: perfect is the 
worke of che mighty God : for all his 
waies are judgement : God is true and 
without wickednes, iuſt and righteous is 
hee: teaching hereby that whatſoener 
the wozld doth pꝛate of the cauſes of 
affligq'ons, that GOD with great 
wiſzome, doth fend fozth of his treq- 
ſares all ſorts of callamittes : ſomes 
time by them to punich the wien 


= 
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with them. Foz the ſins of the people 
ths htpocrite doth raigne : That ts,ty- 
rants ſit iu the thzone of Juſtice, which 
under pzetence of executing iuſtice, 
are but hipocrites and oppzeſſe the peo- 
ple. Iob. 3 4: verſe. 30. 

Woe — to thee (ſaith the Pʒophet 
Iſaiah) which ſpoyleſt, for thou ſhalt 
bee ſpoiled: And indeed, one tyꝛant 
plagueth another, and though tyrants 
be a plague to all nacihs t kingdomes, 
pet are they them ſelues in due time 
in like ſo2t puniſhed by other tyrants, 
In the perſon of Sennacherib p indge- 
ments of God are very lfucly ſet fozth 
by the P2ophet Iſaiah in the tenth 
Chapter, of his pꝛopheſie: The Lozy 
ſcirreth vp the king of the Aſftrians to 
punith the eaſferns people: Sennache- 
rib was a wicked man, e he is aſcorgs 
to wicked people, pea he cruelly vered 
the people of God, he fpoileth almoft 
all Paleſtina, hee befiegeth leruſalem 
the chiefs Citt» of that Country: And 
thus ſaith God of him by the Prophet 
inthat place : O Aſhur the rod of my 
wrath and the ſtaffe in their hands is 
my indignation; I will ſend him to a 

diſleme 
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difſembling nation, and I will giue 
him a charge againſt the people of my 
wrath, to take the ſpoyle, and to take 
the prey, and to treade them vnder- 
foote like the mire of the ſtreete. But 


hee thinketh not ſo, neither doth his 


heart eſteeme it ſo: and ſo ſoꝛth. And a 


little after, thus ſaith God by the Pꝛo- 


phet of him: But when the Lord hath 
accomplifhed all his worke vppon 
Mount Sion, and Teruſalem,I will viſit 
the fruite of rhe proud heart of the 
King of Aſhure, and tis glorious and 
proude lookes, becauſe hee ſaid, hy the 
power of mine owne hand haue I done 
ic, and by my wiſdome becauſe J am 
wiſe: And alittle after this, thus ſaith 
the P2opbet, ſhal the axe boaſt it ſelfe 
againſt him that heweth there with? At 
Pompey had loked on this example, 
thus laide fo2th by the F zaphet, hee 
might haue bin better occupied and in⸗ 
ſcruged then ha was by his toping 
With Cratippus : Ind this would haus 
tanght him, that though the Loꝛd ſul⸗ 


fereth tyrants to bee fo2 a time a 


plague to any nation, vet in his oppo 
ted time he ſaffereth them to — 
nue 
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niſhed by other tirants, and to haue the 


ſame meaſure that they meaſured vn - 
to others: Now if we compare Senna- 
cherib, and Pompey that glozien in 


this title The great: which name Sil- 


la gane him fo: his bia321es : we ſhall 
finde many things a like in their hiſto- 


rics. Bath of them was an axe in the 


band of God to ſtrike tye people of the 
Eaſt: Both of them deffroped Paleſ- 
tina, and afflicted the people of God: 
Sennacherib beſteged Jeruſalem, 
Pompey taks it, the Aſſirian was put 
to flight by an Angel and was flaine in 


his Temple;that is in his Sanctuary, 


by his owne Somnnes : Pompey was 
pat to floing by Cæſar, and lying to 
Ptolomy Ring of Egipt, whoſe father 
being diſpofſeſſed of his kingdame, de 
bad reſtozed again to his crowne , and 
therefoze Prolomy ſhould haue bane 
as a ſome vnta Pompey , was there in 


Egipt with him nnſerably latne. So 


bnſearcha.le are the waies of Gods 
fudgements : foz that which Michah 


ſpeaketh of the Caldeans in the 4, 


ehap.of his pꝛopheſie: (They know nor 


che thoughts of the Lord, they vnder- 
ſtand 


* 


t 
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| ſtand not his councell , therefore they 


ſhall bee thraſhed as ſheaues in the 


barne, (map beſpoken of all theſe G y- 


ants and pzoude tyzants , who fog 
that thep know not the counſaile of 
the Loꝛd, ſhall in his appointed time 
beare the puniſhment of their pꝛide: 


Peither doth the holy Ghoſt teach vs, 


that the wicked only are puniſhed, but 
that the church of God is alſo affliacd 
though foz another end and purpoſe: 
and there map many reaſons bee 
bꝛought, to Chew why the church of 
God is ſubicc to ſo many calamities, 


hut J will at this time allsadge oncly 


th: , by which as by many othcr wee 
may know, that the Z02d in truth and 
fudgement , doh exerciſe his church 
with afflidions. The firſt is that ſo 
long as wes carrp abont with vs this 
burthen of cozruption , we are not only 
ſubiect to ſinne, but doe continually by 
8 pzouoke the L ozd fo deale 
in inftice with vs: and there foze it 
is agrerable ts the tuſtice ef G O D, 
that we bes chaſfned of the Lozd 
with a fatherlp rod, which map keeps 
bs in obedience: Pea wes muft — 
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fav with leremy in the third chapter 
of his Lamentations, verſe 22. It is 
the Lords mercies, that wee are not 
conſumed , becauſe his compaſſions 
faile not. 

My ſecod reaſon is this: It is 
beT fo2 vs to be humbled under the 
mighty hand of God : foz wee know 
how fierce and haughty minded wee 
are by nature, ſo that it is neceſſary - 
fo: bs, that GD D kæpe bs bnder his 
ſcholinx, and ſo haue vs in ſome awe: 
therfo2c Dauid ſaith in the 119. Pſal. 
berſ.67. Before I was afflicted I went a- 
ſtray:but now I keepe thy word, & verf: | 
71. It is good for mee that I haue beene 
afflicted, that I may learne thy ſtatutes. 
The third reaſon is delinered by 
P:ul in his firſt Epiſtle to the Co2in- 
thians the 11. Chapter, verſ.3 2. When 

- uee are iudged wee are chaſtned of the 
Lord, becauſe wee would not bee con- 
demned with the world + Therefo2o 

let vs conclude this whole diſcourſs 
wich Moſes thus: The iudgements of . 
the Lord are true and righteous, ney» 
ther let vs meaſure them according rs 


our own conceit & judgements which 
are 
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are very deceiueable, but let vs know 
that the Godly are puniſhed fo2 the it 
ſinnes they daply commit , that they 


map be humbled, and that they periſh 


not with the wicked; but God in pu- 
niſhing the wicksd doth ſhew g open 
the treaſures of his long ſufferance, 
patience and iuſtice: but when hee af- 
flicteth vs, he maketh vs like to his 
owne Sonne Chzilt , and firrcth vp 
in vs an ear neſt deſire to bee diſſolued 


and to be with C bꝛiſt. 


Let vs in the meane time gine ou 
ſelnes to harty ant earneſt 
p2ayers,pzaving con- 
tinua'ly with the 
Saints of 
God. 


eme Lord I ES VS, yeacome quickly, 


Amen, Amen. 


